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26A8. Onam: a revelation 

ओणम: एक       मक        

 When Perumal manifested on earth as Vamana 
(and Trivikrama), the avatar was not to destroy the evil 

forces, but to cherish the virtuous. 

जब    म    म  (और      म)                 र        ,    
         र                       र              , ब    

    ण       क    र ण और   म    र              
 To this end, He arrived at Mahabali‟s palace in 

the garb of a humble man seeking alms. 

                      म           एक                      
   ब                  

 Mahabali, the asura king renowned for his 
charity, was going to be the tool with which Perumal 
would impart a lesson for eternity on the efficacy of 
walking the path of dharma and bhakti, said Damal S. 

Ramakrishnan. 

         क    ए          र र    म     ,          ब    
         ज       र         म  और      क  म     र      क  
                                      ,            . 

र                
 Vamana came seeking three feet of land from Mahabali, in a show of divine selflessness. 

                  म               ब                                         
 Mahabali‟s guru Sukrachariar spotted the heavenly conch and discus on Vamana and 

forbade the king from granting the request, saying it was Perumal who was seeking alms. 

   ब                                           और                  और र ज                 

               र  र      र                                    म      
 Mahabali found himself in the unenviable position of choosing between right and choosing to 

obey his guru. 

   ब                                    , ज             क        कर   और          क      क  
     कर      ब                  

 Choosing the former, Mahabali points out that it is a guru‟s duty to show God to his student 
and now that Perumal Himself was standing in front of Him, Mahabali chooses to make the 
grant of three feet of land to Vamana who transforms into Trivikrama while measuring the 

land. 

                           ब                  क  क               क     र क       कर      , और 
 ब जब                             ,  ब    ब                                            ;      

                       म         र   र          
 A furious Sukrachariar shapeshifts and hides in the spout of the kindi (pitcher), blocking the 

flow of holy water (a ritual while giving alms). 

                     कर  क    (   )                ज       और      ज             र          , ज  
                 ज                    क           

 Perumal sends a strand of darbha into the kindi and ejects Sukrachariar. 

                                    र             ब  र                
 Tiruvalluvar says it is OK if one is not giving charity, but if one prevents a person from giving 

(alms) there is no greater sin than that. 
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        र                                                           ,                          
                   र क     ,         ब                    

 It is because Mahabali chose to honour dharma over everything that Perumal granted him 

the post of celestial guard. 

   ब           ऊ र  म  क    म   कर                ,       र                       क क  
र क                  

 He also blessed the king with an annual visit to his kingdom, to be welcomed joyously by his 
subjects, which is celebrated as Onam. 

       र ज                    र               र           , ज          ज     र                 

                ज      ;        र    ओणम                ज        
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 Leaders of a 14-member CSO platform, who have met Union Minister Kiren Rijiju, BJP 
president Nitin Nabin, and Home Ministry officials in Delhi over the past few days, said they 
want the Centre to postpone Census-related activities and initiate a dialogue process on the 
implementation of a National Register of Citizens (NRC)-type mechanism in Manipur. 

14        CSO म               ,  ज                                              र    र जज , 
  ज               ब   और                     र                   ,                           

   ण                    क         र  और      र    र          रक र    र (NRC)- क र क  
             र         र                  र   

 The delegation maintained that any citizenship verification exercise should use 1951 as the 
base year, arguing that the first post-Independence Census in Manipur was built on records 

prepared before the State‟s merger with the Indian Union in 1949. 

                                  रक                       1951 क     र     ब     ज    
     ,                           र               ब        ज                  र     र    , 
 ज    1949    र         र                            र              

 Referring to Census figures from 1961 to 2011, they alleged that while some districts 
recorded a decline in the number of villages, others witnessed a sharp increase. 

1961    2011  क क     ण   क    क             र               र            ज         ज   
                          ज       ,           ज                              

 They argued that after Manipur‟s traditional permit system was abolished after the merger 
with the Indian Union, there was no effective mechanism to document who entered the State 
and settled there. 

                 र                   ब        र      र   रक  र म                र       

और      ब   र                 र      ब     ,            ज  र   र                        

     र    
 The first phase of Population Census 2027, the House Listing and Housing Census (HLO), 

is scheduled from September 1 to 30, but training of enumerators has been halted amid 
protests. 

           ण   2027          र , मक       करण ए           ण   (HLO),       ज  1 

   30     बर          र    ,         र             ब    ण  क र  क      ण र क              
 The self-enumeration portal, due to be launched on August 17, is also yet to become 

operational, with a State government official saying a decision from the Ministry is awaited. 

  - ण        ,  ज   17                  ज      ,                              ; र     र  र 
           र            म      क    ण   क           ज  र       
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26A8. Manipur CM thanks Kukis and 

Nagas as NH-2 reopens 

NH-2 क    र           र म ण  र क  म   म       
क क  और       म      क              

 Manipur Chief Minister Yumnam Khemchand 
Singh on Tuesday thanked the Kuki and Naga 
communities for ensuring the resumption of public 
road transport services on National Highway 2 after 

more than three years. 

     र               म  म   म                  र    
                       ब   र      र  म   -2 (NH-2) 

 र     ज          र                र         र       
                  क क  और       म                

      
 A blockade on NH-2, a lifeline for Manipur, 

was enforced in the Kuki-dominated Kangpokpi 
district after an ethnic conflict broke out between the 

Kuki-Zo and Meitei communities on May 3, 2023. 

     र        र         ज         NH-2  र क क -     

क     क               ब                 , जब 3 म  2023 

       -ज  और                  ब   ज                   

    
 A few months ago, a counter blockade was imposed on this highway in the Naga-majority 

Senapati district. 

              ,     -                        र ज      र ज  ब      ब          र           
 Imphal-Guwahati bus and passenger van services via Nagaland resumed on August 21, less 

than a fortnight after the Chief Minister, along with Deputy Chief Minister Nemcha Kipgen, 
announced the reopening of highways. 

        क  र          -            और              ए  21           र           , ज           
   र               म    क            र ज          र                       ज                   
          ब        

 The cooperation and understanding of the two communities were important for maintaining 
peace, restoring normalcy, and ensuring the smooth movement of people and public transport 
services, the Chief Minister said. 

                         म      क        और       मझ       ब    र   ,              ब    

 र            और     ज      र                       ज              र                   
    

 
 

National Highway 2 (NH-2) 
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 National Highway 2 (NH-2) is a major north–south highway of Northeastern India.  

 Under India’s present National Highway numbering system, it begins near Dibrugarh 

in Assam at its junction with NH-15 and terminates at Tuipang in Mizoram.  

 NH-2 passes through four States — Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram.  

 The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways lists its State-wise length as 112.03 

km in Assam, 270.50 km in Nagaland, 459.60 km in Manipur and 483.50 km in 

Mizoram, giving a total of about 1,325.6 km.  

 It is one of the most important longitudinal road corridors of the Northeast because it 

links the Brahmaputra Valley with the hill States farther south. 

Route of NH-2 

 The official route broadly follows: 

 Dibrugarh → Sivasagar → Amguri → Mokokchung → Wokha → Kohima → 

Imphal → Churachandpur → Seling → Serchhip → Lawngtlai → Tuipang.  

 Geographically, the highway moves from the relatively low-lying Brahmaputra 

Valley of Assam into the Naga Hills, passes through the Imphal Valley and 

surrounding hill terrain of Manipur, and then continues through the highly 

dissected hills of Mizoram. 

 Consequently, NH-2 is not merely an urban highway; much of its alignment traverses 

mountainous, landslide-prone and high-rainfall terrain. 

Important Numbering Clarification 

• Before the national highway renumbering exercise initiated in 2010, “NH-2” referred to the 

famous Delhi–Agra–Kanpur–Prayagraj–Varanasi–Dhanbad–Kolkata corridor, much of 

which is now designated NH-19. 

• The present NH-2 in Northeast India was created by combining stretches of former 

highways including old NH-37, NH-61, NH-39, NH-150 and NH-54.  

Thus: 

Old NH-2 → Delhi–Kolkata corridor → largely present NH-19. 

Present NH-2 → Dibrugarh–Tuipang corridor in Northeast India. 
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26A8. Models struggled to predict the 2026 monsoon‟s rapid changes 

म    2026 क  म      म    ए       र      क         म         म        कर   र   

 Climate models predicted the 2026 El Niño during early spring, just as they had in 2023. 

ज               2026 क                                      र          र        ,            र 
ज           2023             
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 And the predictions have turned out to be accurate, with the robust evolution of a strong El 
Niño by the summer. 

और                              ,                       जब                              
 Models had predicted the 2023 monsoon to be slightly deficient, and the final seasonal total, 

at 94% of the long-period average, essentially validated the forecasts. 

         2023                             कम  र र                          , और           

औ      94%  र र                                                                र       
 Monsoon predictions this year have already called for a deficit of greater than 10% and it will 

also likely hold true. 

                                        10%       क क  कम                           और      
                                

 But the real cause for concern is the erratic and unprecedented evolution of the monsoon 
across space and time in 2026, which the models have not been able to capture even a few 
days in advance. 

                         र  2026         और  म       क    र  र म      क       म  और 
           क     ,  ज                                                र       

 The key question now is whether the challenges posed by the 2026 predictions were an 
aberration, and, if so, why. 

 ब                       2026                                                   और           , 
        

 In other words, do the models need to do anything dramatic to ensure they do better in the 
coming years? 

   र         ,                     ब   र                 र                             र     

 र                ? 

 Or is it just a trend to be expected for the monsoon system, which has only become more 
notorious for its vagaries? 

                                             , ज                   और                  

     र                  ज  र     ? 

Expectations of improvements 

    र क       ए  

 The El Niño is one of the most predictable modes of natural variability. 

                  र              ब                                      
 But models being able to predict its occurrence to the tune of 80% still means they will be 

wrong one-fifth of the time. 

               र               80%  क            म                                             
   ब र           

 The failed La Niña prediction of 2024 is a good example. 

2024 म          क              म                    र      
 Models‟ ability to predict the monsoon is much lower, hovering at around 60%, which means 

prediction failures will also occur more often. 

                                                           , ज       60%          र    
  ,  ज                                             ब र       

 And this is for the all-Indian monsoon rainfall (AIMR); long-lead forecasting of monsoon 

onset and space-time evolution are even greater challenges. 

और           र    म            (AIMR)          ;                               -      

             -                        ब              
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 This year‟s monsoon onset over Kerala was predicted to be delayed, and it was, by a few 
days. 

       क र  म  म      क    म       र                             और                           
  र       

 But everything after that has been a whiplash. 

           ब        र             क    र-          र       
 Rainfall in June was 40% below normal but July recovered quickly to 1% above normal. 

ज                     40% कम   ,       ज          ज         र     और                1%    क 

       
 At the same time, these AIMR values hardly captured the heartache of farmers, who suffered 

much larger deficits over their arable land. 

       ,    AIMR   क                                              ,                      

      र                       र    
 India‟s multi-tiered prediction systems cover short (days 1-3), medium (days 3-10), and 

extended (weeks 2 and longer) range demands for weather information. 

  र        -  र          म    ण              ब                      (    1-3),           

(    3-10) और       र       (   र                    )                   र   र       
 Seasonal to interannual predictions of AIMR are relatively easier; long-lead predictions of 

spatial and temporal monsoon evolutions face irreducible uncertainties at present. 

AIMR क  म  म        र-            म                   ;                            और 
                   -                                        ज           र                 

 While one bad year is no reason to panic, it must also serve as an opportunity to identify the 
key issues that remain. 

            र ब      बर             र         ,   र             म    म   ओ  क        कर   क  
   र                     ज           

 For instance, are we going to have more years of such erratic monsoon evolution? 

    र        ,                                  र       क      म    क                     
      ? 

 Will combinations of the El Niño and global warming make the monsoon unpredictable at 

subseasonal and local scales? 

            और      क             ज    -      और          र   र                    

ब       ? 

 And how will models prepare for such a future, to better help the country maintain its progress 
towards becoming economically developed? 

और                              र     र   र   ,                 क         क    ब       
                  ब    र       ब   र               ? 

Knowns and unknowns 

    और      

 The monsoon domain is blessed with more than a century‟s worth of data. 

                ब      एक           क  म  क    क             
 Experts have extracted significant knowledge from this rich dataset of monsoon variabilities in 

space and time, and have made considerable advances in understanding the intrinsic 
timescales of active-break cycles, the onset becoming more erratic, delayed withdrawal, 
switching between extreme dry and wet events, more frequent extreme wet spells over 
Northwest India, and so on. 

                और                             र                 ब                   -
                                    और     -           क             म -  म ओ ,        
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                            ,      ब       ,              और               ब     र    , 

  र-        र                          ब                                           
    

 However, their understanding of the mechanisms underlying these events remains 
incomplete. 

       ,                        र           -      ओ  क    क   मझ           ण      
 The hope is that complete climate models with coupled land-ocean-atmosphere components 

can shed light on the missing links and help scientists make better, more skillful predictions. 

             म-म     र-    म    क      म    क         ण         म                   र 
                 और             ब   र                                           र          

 The multi-tiered approach taken to develop separate tools for short, medium, and extended 
range predictions has yielded many impressive advances in useful predictions for various 
sectors, including agriculture, water, energy, health, and so on. 

   ,      और       र                                -       र          र              

      -  र       क ण        , ज ,  ज  ,                                           
                                         

 At present, the most promising avenues for further advances in improving models and 
predictions are likely to come from using artificial intelligence (AI) tools. 

         ,       और                    र                        ब      ज               क   म 

     म   (AI)   करण                         
 The dearth of mechanistic understanding is not a limitation for AI since these tools can extract 

patterns from the data and based on that make predictions, without any knowledge of the 
governing physics. 

   -    र   मझ क  कम  AI                        ,             र                           

        और                               ब           र  र                         
 That said, experts must overcome one critical limitation in the course of combining AI with 

climate models: they must ensure they collect sufficient data to cover all aspects of the 
monsoon and its drivers at all the relevant spatial and temporal scales. 

     ब  ज  ,            AI क         म     क              कर                                
     र  र       :                   र                                 और               र 
                  र                            र                            र   

 In fact, this data must also account for the local amplifiers of extreme weather, such as land 
use change, urbanisation, deforestation, and irrigation. 

        ,              रम म  म क             -   क , ज                    र    ,   र  र , 

            और                         ज           
 That said, given new technologies and platforms, the volume and value of data will only grow. 

     ब  ज  ,                और                                     और                       
      

 And AI models are already advancing optimal and cost-effective observation networks and 
improving our knowledge of processes, models, and predictions. 

और AI म                     और     -          क      क         ब   र                 , 
      और                ब र        र             र  र र       

 AI is also proving to be indispensable for bringing global predictions at the scale of several 
kilometres down to farm and neighbourhood scales, for sector-specific advisories and early 
warnings. 

AI           र            र                                  और           र               
   र             र     ,         -        र म   और   र   क                    ज       
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 Public-private partnerships are also part of the landscape today when it comes to delivering 
weather and climate services. 

     और ज                   र                ज        क-           र          र          

          

Predictions and expectations 

       म   और      ए  

 As predictions get better, so do the expectations. 

ज   -ज           म       र      ज      ,     -                ब    ज        
 Specifically, advances in predictions related to the monsoon, including its onset, evolution, 

extreme dry/wet events, and withdrawal, also allow the users of these data to believe they 
can expect even better in future. 

           ,             ब                        ,  ज             ,      ,            /    
       और               ,                                       र             ब           

            और ब   र   र               र          
 To this end, hybrid dynamic and AI models could deliver sector-specific predictions at the 

requisite space-time scales for users to better manage disasters, farm-related decisions, and 
water and energy use. 

            ,              मक और AI म                -              र    -       

                 र        ,  ज                    ,        ब               ज  और  ज      
         ब   र  ब     र      

 Extensively engaging users with sustained feedback can pave the way for decision-support 
products to be co-produced with the people who make those decisions. 

                 र  र                                        र            -              
     -                     र        ,  ज                        र  र                ज     

                   
 Predictions will never be perfect but they can continue to serve user needs by staying within 

the level of uncertainty a user can tolerate. 

                                ,                       क    र       र र  र                
               र   र   र           ज                      र          

 In the coming years, policymakers, lawmakers, farmers, health workers, energy companies, 
and insurance providers can expect to be served bespoke forecasts. 

                    -  म    ओ , क    -  म    ओ ,  क    ,       क म   , ऊ    क       और   म  
     ओ                                                      र   ज                ज  
         

 Global warming will keep throwing monkey wrenches into prediction systems but 
observations, dynamic models, and AI will continue to step up to the challenges. 

     क                                       र    ब             र   र    ,             , 

              और AI                       र            र  र     ब    र      
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Role of Climate Change and AI 

 Global warming, together with phenomena such as El Niño, may increase irregular rainfall 
patterns.  

 Local factors such as urbanisation, deforestation, irrigation and land-use change can 
further modify extreme weather.  

 Hybrid forecasting, combining traditional physics-based climate models with Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), better observations and more local data.  

 Such systems could eventually provide customised forecasts for farmers, disaster managers, 
water planners and energy companies.  

 Predictions will never become perfectly certain, but they can become much more useful for 
real-world decisions. 
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26A8 SC mulls special Bench on OBC creamy-layer issue 

              OBC   म -   र म      र           क       र     र कर र      
26A8 Wearing hijab not established as „essential religious practice‟ for women in Islam, says 

HC 

    म म  म    ओ  क    ए             „    क    म क    ‟ क     म             :             

26A8 End the culture of secrecy in judicial appointments 

     क           म           क     क     म    कर  
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26A8. SC mulls special Bench on OBC creamy-layer issue 

              OBC   म -   र म      र           क       र     र कर र      

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday agreed to consider setting up a special Bench to hear the 

Centre‟s plea seeking clarification on the applicability of its March 11 judgment on creamy-
layer criteria for Other Backward Class (OBC) candidates of the civil services examination 
held in 2025. 

                       र                      र                               र    र     र 
 र              ,  ज    2025        ज              र                     (OBC)   म    र  
क    ए   म -   र म       र 11                                     र       र                

 The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) wants the court to let it proceed with 
service allocation of the 958 candidates recommended by the Union Public Service 
Commission on the basis of the wealth/income test criteria applied before the March 11 
verdict in Union of India v. Rohith Nathan. 

क  म क ए       ण       (DoPT)                               क              र           

958   म    र                        /    र                 र  र     ब                 , 
ज  11         Union of India v. Rohith Nathan                        

 Retrospective implementation will be “extremely difficult” and will cause a “cascading effect” 
on settled service matters from 2012, which will extend its impact to “all categories, including 
the Unreserved category”, the Centre told the court. 

                  ब                  क         “          ”      और 2012           ज       
            र      “  मक     ”      ,  ज              “       ण  ,    म     र      ण     
   म    ”              ज      

 The March 11 ruling had directed the Centre to create supernumerary posts for OBC 

candidates who had been excluded from reservation benefits on the ground that they fell 
within the creamy layer solely because of their parents‟ salaries. 

11                            OBC   म    र  क    ए            (supernumerary posts) 

   ज   र                       ,  ज                  -                  र          र           
   र  र  र             ब  र  र              
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 The DoPT warned that this could trigger a barrage of claims or contestations from candidates 
denied OBC non-creamy layer status, as well as from those who did not seek such 
certification at the time of recruitment, examination, or admission, but may now seek to rely 
on the judgment. 

DoPT                                 र      र                   क               ,  ज    
OBC   र-        र     ज               र            ,                    र                     , 
 ज         ,  र                                          ,        ब           र     र      
      र          

 It would also “drastically” alter the seniority landscape, the DoPT said. 

DoPT                  र     क              “           ” ब           
 The Supreme Court‟s March 11 judgment laid down the law on how to interpret the 

income/wealth test component of the government‟s creamy layer exclusion framework for 
OBCs, for the purposes of reservations in public education and employment. 

                 11                      ज         और र ज  र     र                     

OBCs      ब       र  र      म -   र     करण       क    /       र  ण   क               

   र    ज         ,     र             र        
 The court noted that the income test was being applied in a way that was creating “hostile 

discrimination” between the children of those in government service and those in private 
employment. 

                      र  ण          र           ज  र       ज     र  र              र       
   ब    और   ज  र ज  र        र          ब       ब   “   क         ”          र       

 In the absence of an established equivalence between the relevant posts, the income test 
was being applied to rule out OBC candidates whose parents are employed outside 
government service, while OBC candidates whose parents are government servants were 
being subjected to a test that did not include parental salary component. 

  ब            ब           मक              ,     र                OBC        र     
ब  र  र               ज  र     ,  ज        -      र  र          ब  र     र    , जब    ज  OBC 

       र         -      र  र       र    ,           र                 ज  र       ज    म   -
     क       क    क                

 In the applications, the Centre asked to proceed with the CSE 2025 based on the erstwhile 
interpretation, since the foundation course for this batch is set to start at the end of this 
month, and it would be unfair to the applicants who applied with the erstwhile understanding 
of the income test. 

                        CSE 2025                         र  र     ब           र       , 
         ब                   क                                        और                  

          ,  ज          र                         र  र                
 Implementation of the SC decision “may adversely affect the spirit and intention of the 

reservation policy”, the Centre argued, saying that the income test becomes the “sole 
intelligible differentia of economic status and access to resources” when it comes to 

comparing OBC candidates with “limited access to resources” and OBC candidates with 
“economically well-off parents earning higher salary income in private sector”. 

                                                       “ र ण      क        और        क  
   क                कर  क     ”, और        जब “         क    म       ”      OBC 

       र           “         म     क               कर            क             म   -    ” 

     OBC        र        ज      ,  ब     र    “    क       और          क       क  एकम   

          रक र  म     ” ब  ज        
 The direction to create supernumerary posts addresses only the numerical problem of 

accommodation; it does not resolve these collateral consequences for seniority, promotion 
and cadre placement, the DoPT said. 
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DoPT                            ज                       र           ज   र            मक 

 म               र     ;      र    ,         और क  र        र                           
             र       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26A8. Wearing hijab not established as „essential religious practice‟ for women 

in Islam, says HC 

    म म  म    ओ  क    ए             „    क    म क    ‟ क     म             :     

        

 The Allahabad High Court recently held that wearing a headscarf could not be established 

as an “essential religious practice” of Islam. 

                                           र  र                         “    क    म क 

   ”                           ज        
 The observation was made on a Muslim student‟s petition for permission to wear hijab along 

with her school uniform. 
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             म    म      क      क   र      ,  ज                                         

      क     म             
 A Division Bench of Justices J.J. Munir and Indrajeet Shukla, in an order of August 21, 

dismissed the petition filed by a Class 11 student of Tagore Public School in Prayagraj. 

            .  . म   र और                           21                          र ज        र 
                  11            र     र              रज  र       

 In her plea, the student argued that wearing the scarf was an essential religious practice 
protected by her fundamental rights under Articles 14 and 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. 

                                                      क    म क       ,  ज              
        14 और 19(1)(a)                        र     र    र            

 She had previously worn a headscarf at the same school from Class 6 without objection, she 
said. 

                             6                      क        क    र  र  क          र       
 The fact that the student had worn the scarf for several years did not create an enforceable 

right to compel the school to relax or alter its uniform policy, the High Court said. 

                              र                       ज                          क र 
            र  ,  ज       र  र                                               ब            

ब         ज       
 “We have perused the photographs from various classes relating to the petitioner. 

“                     ब                         र                     
 Except for her, no other girl student is donning the headscarf, even those belonging to the 

same religious community as the petitioner. 

                          र  र  क             र     ,                              ज             
                           ब         

 Wherever this issue has arisen, the High Courts have been unanimous in opinion that 
wearing a headscarf is not essential part of the Islamic faith, in the absence of which faith 
would be jeopardized,” the court said. 

              , “ज                                 ,              क  र   एकम  र           र 
 र                                               ,  ज                            

ज     ” 
 No factual foundation had been laid nor material placed on record to establish that donning 

headscarf was an essential part of religion for a Muslim female, the High Court further said. 

                                     र               क        मक    र        क       
   और      क     म    रक     र र                                       र  र             
                       

 The court relied on the judgments of the Bombay and Karnataka High Courts concerning 
hijab. 

             ज ब      ब           और क    क              क    ण     र  र          
 It held that the dispute was principally about compliance with an institutional dress code rather 

than interference with the student‟s freedom of faith. 

                                        म क      क          म            बज               

                    ब         
 “The school in this case does not seek to curtail the petitioner‟s freedom of faith at all. 

“                                  म क      क          क     क         म   र           

      र र       
 All that they require is conformity to institutional discipline, of which a uniform is an essential 

part,” it said. 
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                        क                    र     ,  ज                              ,” 
                

 
 

26A8. End the culture of secrecy in judicial appointments 

     क           म           क     क     म    कर  

 The debate over transparency in judicial appointments has resurfaced after Justice Ujjal 

Bhuyan of the Supreme Court of India recently observed that greater openness in the 
collegium process would strengthen public confidence and help ensure that merit remains the 
governing principle. 

     क           म    र             र ब     र               , जब   र                      
            ज                             क      म       म     क        ज                 
 जब    र    और              र              र                                  ब   र    

 Reformers argue that insulation from political interference was never meant to become 
insulation from constitutional accountability itself — a question that has remained 

unresolved for three decades. 
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    र                    र ज                  र                                 क             
  र         र           —                  ज                      ब           

 The collegium is a judicial creation, not a constitutional one. 

क      म               र                  ,                        
 The First Judges Case (1981) gave the executive primacy in appointments; the Second 

Judges Case (1993 4 SCC 441) shifted primacy to the collectively formed opinion of the 
Chief Justice of India and senior judges; the Third Judges Case (1998 7 SCC 739) 
expanded this into today‟s five-member collegium. 

  म          म म   (1981)                                        ;                 म म   
(1993, 4 SCC 441)             र                   और   र                              
       र              र   र   ;                म म   (1998, 7 SCC 739)         ज        -

       क      म                र        
 The reasoning was sound, but close to three decades later, the process remains among the 

least transparent in any major constitutional democracy: no notification of vacancies, no 
eligibility matrix, no known methodology for assessing candidates. 

           ,                    ब                                    क   क        ब   
     र               ब         :       र                 ,                और             र  
                              

 Even Fali Nariman, credited as an architect of the collegium, later turned critic, recalling that it 
was „not receptive at all‟ to the Bar. 

                ज                     र      ज              र म  ब                 ब     

और          र             ब र        „ ब                   ‟     
 When the system‟s own architects concede that it answers to no one, reform can hardly be 

called interference. 

जब                          र         र  र             क   क                     ,        र    
                     

Resolutions without reasons 

क रण  क             

 One has the example of the collegium‟s own record on disclosure, which has moved 
backwards, not forwards — perhaps the clearest evidence of an institution retreating deeper 
into opacity. 

     र       ब           ज            र              र    , ज      ब       बज               
—                         और         र          ज        ब                 

 In October 2017, it began publishing resolutions with brief reasons for elevation, a step then 
hailed as a foundation for transparency. 

    बर 2017                                 र                        र           ,  ज   
         र       क     र               र            

 That practice thinned steadily, and since November 28, 2024, resolutions have stopped 
naming which members took part in a decision or disclosing any reasoning at all. 

         र -  र             और 28     र 2024                 ब     ब    र                  
                                                  र          

 In November 2025, (then) Chief Justice of India (CJI) B.R. Gavai confirmed that the collegium 
had resolved to stop publishing detailed reasons altogether, citing concern that disclosure 
could harm the career prospects of candidates — a rationale that would equally justify 
withholding reasons from every rejected litigant. 

   बर 2025              र  क  म             (CJI)   . र.                         ज      
         र        र   र          र   ब    र                   ,                     र     
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       र     क र र        ओ  क    क                  —                                 र  

ब    ज       र                             र           
 This cannot be seen in isolation: the Court, in the MediaOne judgment (2023), held that 

sealed-cover secrecy is „antithetical to a transparent and accountable system‟. 

       -     र             ज      :            म           ण   (2023)              ब   

                   „  र    और                क     र  ‟     
 If that principle governs the court‟s own cases, why should a lesser standard govern its own? 

                                       र             ,                       कम र म  क     
               ? 

 This absence of due process has fuelled a recurring allegation: that opacity has allowed 
relatives of sitting and retired judges — the so-called „Uncle Judges‟ — an easier passage to 
the Bench than first-generation lawyers with no lineage to lean on. 

                            ब र-ब र      ज          र      ब         :       र          
       और                         र     र  —  ज            „  क    ‟     ज       —        

                                                          ब          ,  ज               

   र   र    ब            
 It is important to remember this is not a complaint from critics from outside alone: former CJI 

R.M. Lodha himself remarked that nearly one in three High Court judges could be an „uncle‟. 

       र                           ब  र                          :      CJI  र.एम.         
                                                               „    ‟             

 The allegation is not anecdotal: in 2018, the Union government flagged 11 of the 33 names 
recommended by the Allahabad High Court collegium, noting that they were relatives of sitting 
or retired judges. 

    र               र     र         : 2018 म  क  र  रक र                         क      म 

   र           33   म  म     11  र          ,    ब                                             
    र     र     

 A broader assessment in 2025 found that nearly 30% of the Supreme Court judges — roughly 
10 of 33 — had familial links to former judges. 

2025                                             30%               क            — 

33 म       10 — क                       र   रक           
 In January 2025, this issue pushed the collegium to consider barring judges‟ kith and kin from 

consideration altogether (the proposal was discussed and in principle it was agreed to have 
higher scrutiny if candidates are relatives, but legally a bar was not created).  

ज  र  2025                     ज                      -         क      र      र   र     र र    
 र     र  र             र       (          र          और                          ब          

       र  र     र                     ज       ज    ,                           ब        
         )  

 That, in itself, is an admission that without a publicly defined selection matrix, there is no 
objective way to distinguish a meritorious relative from a beneficiary of judicial lineage. 

                 ब                           क         र          म          ब        
      र     र और           र   र    र                 ब      र  र                    र    
         

 This is where the judiciary‟s own jurisprudence turns inward. 

                                        क  ओर म         
 Articles 14 and 16 guarantee equality and equal opportunity in public employment. 

        14 और 16     र ज  र           और         र      र             
 In Secretary, State of Karnataka and Others vs Umadevi (2006 4 SCC 1), the Court held 

that appointments to public office cannot be made through backdoor methods and must 
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ordinarily follow a transparent procedure open to eligible candidates. 

Secretary, State of Karnataka and Others vs Umadevi (2006, 4 SCC 1)                  

                   र                   र  ज                                 ज        और 
                    र                र                       ज           

 If constitutional equality demands openness in the recruitment of a clerk or an engineer, why 
should the highest constitutional offices remain exempt from comparable standards? 

                              क            क           र                र     ,          

                                        र   ज         ? 

 To be sure, judicial appointments cannot be reduced to a competitive examination; qualities 
such as independence and temperament resist quantification. 

            ,      क                       र                       ज      ;         और 
      ज                                       

 But, qualitative judgment does not require the total absence of procedure. 

        ण  मक   ण                                            
 It is prudent to note the irony: the Court itself held, in CPIO vs Subhash Chandra Agarwal 

(2019 3 SCC 1), that the CJI‟s office falls within the Right to Information Act — a logic never 

extended to how judges are appointed. 

       ब    र                  :                 CPIO vs Subhash Chandra Agarwal (2019, 

3 SCC 1)                    CJI                  क     क र       म                  — 

                                                         र                 

What other democracies do 

      क        कर      

 Other constitutional democracies show that transparency and judicial independence can 

coexist. 

                                र           र       और      क            -    र           
 In the United Kingdom, the Judicial Appointments Commission publicly advertises vacancies 

and conducts structured interviews; in South Africa, the Judicial Service Commission invites 
nominations publicly and conducts televised interviews. 

          क   म                         र             ज                  र      और   र    

       र     ज   र     ;    ण    क                          ज                         

 र      और       ज   र     र         र     ज   र       
 None of these systems is flawless, but each rests on a premise that India has yet to accept: 

independence is strengthened, not weakened, when citizens understand how judges are 
chosen. 

                                  ,                       र  र          ज     र            

     र             : जब     र                           क      क     क          ,            
  ज र     , ब     जब            

 India‟s collegium continues to operate as though it belongs to an earlier era of institutional 
deference. 

  र          ज                    र                        म   क  एक   र             ब         
 Political theorist Jürgen Habermas argued that democratic legitimacy ultimately rests on the 

public sphere — an arena where institutions must justify themselves before informed citizens. 

र ज               र          म                                                क     र  र 
    र          —         ज               ज         र                              र    
         

 This is not abstract: every judicial appointment is now dissected on social media within 
minutes. 
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             ब          :  ज            क                                         र         

     ज        
 The scrutiny of a CJI‟s own remark comparing youngsters to „cockroaches‟ travelled from 

placards at Jantar Mantar to trending hashtags within hours; it will not take long for such 
movements to arrive at the doorstep of the higher judiciary itself. 

                „क कर  ‟     र        CJI                                         ज  र-   र    
    र        र                          ;                                        र  ज     

                                
 Contempt jurisdiction, built for the newsroom and the courtroom gallery, cannot be used to 

trifle the scrutiny of this scale and anonymity — it is an alarm bell for a system that still keeps 
its own appointments behind closed doors and resists constructive criticism. 

  म           क र,  ज          और                                                ,    

       और                  ज    ज                   र       —                              
क          ज                           ब    र  ज          र       और र                 
  र    र       

 Institutions that embrace reform voluntarily emerge stronger; those that resist witness a slow 
erosion of the legitimacy they seek to protect. 

ज                        र क           ,          जब      र   र     ; ज         र    र     ,    
              र -  र   र          ब        ज       र    र             

Reform, not retreat 

              ,     र     क    

 None of this requires dismantling the collegium; it only requires modernising it. 

                       क      म क   म    कर                     ;                 ब        
            

 A transparent framework could publish anticipated vacancies in advance, invite applications 
from eligible advocates, disclose objective eligibility criteria, and record reasoned 
recommendations explaining why one candidate was preferred over another.  

     र                   र                         र        ,                        

        र        ,                               ज     र         और                      
 ज   र        ,  ज                 ज                र       र                              
    

 Confidential inputs on integrity can remain protected — transparency does not demand 
disclosure of every file, only openness about the process, the criteria and the reasoning 
behind constitutional appointments. 

 म    र                         ओ       र    र   ज          —   र                     
     र                र  , ब                                             ,        और        
  ब                       

 This is ultimately not a contest between the judiciary and the executive, nor an attempt to 
weaken judicial independence. 

                 क  और क       क  क                    और                          ज र 
 र               

 It is a question of whether one constitutional value is allowed to eclipse another. 

          ब                           क म          र                  र                ज    
 The Constitution promises an independent judiciary, but, equally, promises equality, fairness 

and reasoned decision-making; values that are complementary, not adversarial. 
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                         क           र     ,                   म    ,         और  क   ण  
  ण  -  म  ण                     ;           -   र       र    ,   र          

 The debate of the 1990s was executive versus judiciary. 

1990 क    क क                 ब                   
 The debate of this decade is opacity versus transparency. 

          ब      र          म   र              
 Therefore, unless the collegium accepts that independence without accountability breeds the 

very distrust it was designed to prevent, this asymmetry between what the judiciary demands 
of every other institution and what it permits of itself will continue to exist. 

     , जब         ज           र       र               क                           क  
  म              र क   क    ए                 ,  ब                  र                     
             और                  र     ज                  ब              ब   र      

 
 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 26 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

26A8 India, China push for border delimitation 

  र  और          म       रण क       म            र   र      
26A8 UN panel flags violations against SC, ST, Rohingya 

       र            SC, ST और र        क                क    कर            

 
 

 
 

26A8.  India, China push for border delimitation 

  र  और          म       रण क       म            र   र      

 India and China on Tuesday said they had discussed advancing talks on delimiting parts of 
the disputed border, as National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi met in Beijing. 
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  र  और              र                            म  क  क         क    म -     रण  र          
    ब      र        , जब र        र       क र            और                            ब  ज   

               
 A statement from the Indian Embassy here said both sides had “discussed ways to further 

expand bilateral cooperation, maintain stability, and ensure peace and tranquility in the border 
areas, and make progress on boundary delimitation, while sustaining the ongoing work on 
transboundary cooperation.” 

            र                  ब                              “                 और 
      र   र  ,    र   ब    र                           और                  र   और     -
     र           र       र     र        ,            -  र        र    र           ज र  र   ” 

 China‟s Foreign Ministry highlighted progress on border delimitation in a statement issued 
after the 25th round of talks between the two Special Representatives (SR) on the 

boundary question, saying both sides “held in-depth discussions on advancing border 
delimitation negotiations, strengthening border management and control, improving 
mechanism building and promoting cross-border cooperation.” 

                              ब         र                      (SR) क            क  25     र    
ब   ज र     ब           -     र   र             र             और                    “    -
     र                 ब    ,       ब    और            जब    र  ,    -              र  र   
        -  र          ब           र             ” 

 But neither side provided details on which parts of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) were 

being explored for possible delimitation. 

                          र                     क      ण र    (LAC)                         

    -     र                     ज  र       
 At last year‟s SR talks, both sides agreed to set up a working group to explore “early harvest” 

border delimitation in some areas along the LAC. 

                                                LAC                “  र   क       ” (early 

harvest)              -     र                                               र    र       

ज        
 On broader bilateral ties, Mr. Doval said Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese 

President Xi Jinping had given “a clear and positive direction” to the relationship which has 

been “steadily returning to normalcy”. 

                          ब                             म     र   म    और      र          
             ब       “        और    र         ”      , ज  “     र                  र     र   
   ” 

 He noted that this round of SR talks was “very important particularly in the wake of the BRICS 
Summit to happen shortly.” 

                                               र “                       ,       BRICS    र 
  म                        ” 

Xi likely to visit Delhi 

   क            क          

 Mr. Xi is expected to attend the September 12 meet in New Delhi, on his first visit to India in 

seven years. 

         12      र क           म               क                          , ज                  
  र                     

 The Chinese statement quoted Mr. Wang as saying “China and India should draw lessons 
from history, place the boundary question appropriately in bilateral relations, and keep moving 
forward without stagnating, backtracking or veering off course.” 
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     ब                                  , “    और   र  क              क          ए,   म      

क                 म                     ए और   र  ,              म         क   क           
     र        ए ” 

 The Chinese Foreign Minister said that besides resuming the SR talks last year, institutional 
mechanisms between the two countries were resuming and both sides have been “working 
hard to maintain peace and tranquility in the border areas.” 

                                                             र         र           ,              
ब                               र      और         “                   और        ब    र           

           र र      ” 
 At last year‟s talks, he noted both sides “reached a set of common understandings on 

delimitation, on border management, mechanism building and cross-border cooperation.” 

                                                “  म -     रण,   म       ,    -  म  ण और   म -  र 
       र                    ”  र       ब        

 “Over the past year, our two sides have worked to deliver them on the ground and have made 
good progress,” he said. 

          , “                   र                    म      र  र      कर                       और 
                ” 

 The Chinese statement said the two sides “reaffirmed their commitment to the 2005 Political 
Guiding Principles, and, in a spirit of mutual respect and mutual understanding, will leverage 

the Special Representatives‟ mechanism to pursue a fair, reasonable and mutually 
acceptable package solution to the boundary question.” 

     ब                              “2005 क  र      क म      क                      
   ब        र   और   र   र              र   र                                      

           ,  क      और   र   रक          क      क    म                                    
              र    र       ज    ” 

 Earlier on Tuesday, Mr. Doval called on Chinese Vice-President Han Zheng. 

      र                                 र           झ                  
 Both sides were positive in their descriptions of the on-going normalisation of relations. 

            ज र         क    म    करण       र                
 “I am happy over the past year our relationship has been steadily returning to normalcy,” Mr. 

Doval said. 

               , “      ब                                     र    ब        र   म          क  
ओर     र      ” 

 “The normalcy we have witnessed in our relationship has been a direct result of both sides 
maintaining peace and tranquility in the border areas.” 

“            ब       ज                      ,                र    म       म        और           ए 

र    क         रण म    ” 
 According to the Chinese statement, Mr. Wang called for “gradually building a positive 

narrative on China-India boundary affairs, making dialogue, peace, consultation and 
cooperation the mainstream and injecting positive factors into the sound and stable 
development of bilateral relations”. 

     ब            र,            “   -  र    म  म म   क        म    र -  र  एक  क र  मक   म   
  क    कर  ,      ,      ,  र     और                र  ब                   ब            और 
   र             र       र              र  ”                

 “China stands ready to work with India to guide bilateral relations from a strategic and long-
term perspective, deepen mutual understanding, resolve differences, overcome obstacles, 
become good-neighbourly friends and mutually-beneficial partners, and achieve the „Dragon-
Elephant Dance,‟” he said, adding that the “China-India relationship has gone beyond the 

bilateral scope and taken on global significance.” 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
5 

          , “    रण    क और     क   क     क ण                   क           ,   र   रक 

 मझ क    र  कर  , म      क     झ   ,     ओ  क    र कर  ,             म  और   र   रक       
   क र    झ   र          „    -ए          ‟       कर   क    ए   र  क      क म कर   क      र 
  ,” और               “   -  र                   र           कर      क म         र         ” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26A8. UN panel flags violations against SC, ST, Rohingya 

       र            SC, ST और र        क                क    कर            

 The UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UNCERD) has said it is 
“gravely concerned” about reports of human rights violations against a vast segment of 
people in India, including Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Castes, and Rohingya refugees. 

             क    म     र        र      म   (UNCERD)                   र              

        ,                 और र         रण            ब                                   र 
            र           र “    र             ”     

 In a press note that came on the ninth anniversary of the Rohingya crisis, the committee 

called for urgent action to address “hate speech” and “hate crime” in India. 
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र          क  क                 र ज र                           र     “  ण     ण” और “  ण  
  र  ”                          र                    

 It said that there had been an increase in incidents targeting Bengali-speaking Muslims and 

called on the Government of India to “ensure accountability” for these violations. 

                        म   म              ब                                 और   र   र  र    
                  “                  कर  ”                

 “The committee was gravely concerned about reports of large-scale violations perpetrated by 
law enforcement officials against ethnic and ethno-religious groups, indigenous and tribal 
people, including Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Castes, particularly Dalits, and non-citizens,” 
it said. 

            , “                    ,                ,                   और   र-    रक  
     ज         ज    -            ,            ज ज                                     र   
   र               म    क              र           र     र                 ” 

 The remarks came a fortnight after the committee carried out the eleventh periodic review 
of India on August 11-12. 

                      र  11-12      क    र  क     र         क  म        ज               
      ब          

 India had sent Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta as the head of delegation for the review. 

  र                         र   र      र म                                       ज      
 The committee said these communities had been subjected to “racially motivated violence, 

excessive use of force, extrajudicial killings, arbitrary and prolonged detention without due 
process, torture, ill-treatment and sexual violence”. 

                              “               र       ,    क       क     ,       र     ओ , 
           क       म म    और       म   क   र   ,      ,         र              ”          
 र           

 “The committee called on India to conduct prompt, thorough and impartial investigations into 
all such allegations and ensure accountability for those responsible,” the press note said. 

                  , “           र              र          ,     क और             र       
 ज     र         ज  ब               र                 ” 

 The panel further noted that there had been an increase in law enforcement operations 
targeting “Rohingya, Bengali-speaking Muslims, migrants and asylum-seekers, particularly 
following the 2017 Ministry of Home Affairs order and the April 2025 Pahalgam terror 
attack in Kashmir”. 

                   “र       ,             म   म   ,         और  रण           ”           
ब   र                    ब     ,             2017 क      म      क       और      2025 म  
क म र म    ए      म    क      म      ब    

 The panel said that police check posts had resorted to racial profiling that led to “arbitrary 

arrest and detention without due process”. 

                     ज              “               ”       र      ,  ज      र  “     

      क       म म      र   र  और   र   ”      
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GS Paper III: Economy 26 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

26A8 Root causes 

म   क रण 

26A8 T.N. can lead India on revenue reform 

  म      र         र क      म    र  क         कर  क      
26A8 Transaction value of UPI payments in FY2 

        2025-26 म  UPI         क     -    म    

26A8 Feedstock sourcing is next critical lever for scaling compressed biogas output 

                       क        क    ए       क क               म     ण          
 
 

26A8.  Root causes 

म   क रण 

 It has been a few weeks since the youth agitation forced the 
resignation of then Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan. 

                 र                                                      
                       ब            

 The government conceded the students‟ demands for 
examination reform, which found an echo in the Prime Minister‟s 

Independence Day address, when he announced free online coaching 
for competitive examinations using India‟s digital public infrastructure. 

 र  र             र        र   ब                  र     ,  ज            

                           ब                  , जब          र     
              क     र              र            र             

                                   
 MoSPI‟s survey data bears out why this would be welcome to 

students — private coaching costs 16% of what an Indian family spends 

on a child‟s education, against 12.5% in 2018, and nearly a quarter of 
that budget by the higher secondary years which is when the student 
prepares for competitive exams. 

MoSPI क      ण   क   ब                                              — 

  ज          र      र      र  र    र  ब             र     ज             

       16%            , जब   2018       12.5%   , और     र 
                        -           बज            -         ज      , 
ज            जब              र             र   र       

 Cheaper coaching is of limited value as quality professional 
education remains confined to a handful of institutions. 

                            ,         ण     ण          क             
       र                      

 For instance, over 22 lakh candidates appeared in this year‟s 

medical entrance exam for about 1.4 lakh undergraduate seats with 
fewer than 10,000 of them at the top 50 colleges. 

    र        ,             1.4         क                 ज  

              र       22           क                ,  ज       
10,000                    50     ज         
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 The situation is similar to the Joint Entrance Examination for engineering colleges. 

  ज     र       ज                      र    (JEE)                    र        
 That is perhaps why, for the first time since the All India Survey on Higher Education 

began in 2011, undergraduate enrolment fell by 93,322 in 2023-24, particularly among young 
men. 

           र               र                 ण    2011                ब        ब र 2023-24 

           र  र            93,322 क  कम    ,                           ब    
 The fall was the sharpest in Uttar Pradesh, where The Hindu‟s analysis found undergraduate 

enrolment down 1.53 lakh even as diploma enrolment rose 1.38 lakh. 

     र      र          ब        र  , ज                               र         र  र            
1.53     क  कम    , जब                      1.38     ब       

 An analysis of Periodic Labour Force Survey unit-level data found that of every 100 
graduates aged 15 to 29 in 2025, only 26 were in regular salaried employment, and just four 
had a salaried job with a contract and social security. 

    क  म        ण (PLFS)         -  र                                  2025    15    29 

                 100                   26     म           र    र       और        र        

   ब            ज    र                 र ज  र     
 The youth employment crisis therefore has two ends — in the preparation for jobs, and in 

jobs themselves. 

           र    र   क          र    — र ज  र        र     और      र ज  र     
 Mere free coaching would address neither. 

           क क                                            र     
 The structural problems in the Indian economy, despite the government‟s touting of 6%-6.5% 

growth, are now too obvious to ignore. 

 र  र    र  6%-6.5% क      क                    ज       ब  ज  ,   र                 
  र                ब                                             ज        

 Manufacturing, the job sector best placed to absorb India‟s college graduates, remains at 
around a sixth of gross value added, nowhere near the quarter of the economy the 

government has long promised. 

  र         ज           र ज  र              ब                  म  ण                      
                            , ज   र  र    र    ब                                    -

                      र     
 Meanwhile, the private sector has been retreating from its task as corporate investment has 

fallen from 17.3% of GDP in 2007-08 to 10.3% in 2024-25, unmoved by the cut in corporate 
tax from 30% to 22% in 2019. 

   ब  ,                                 र     ,       क र  र         2007-08    GDP    17.3% 

      र 2024-25    10.3% र        , जब   2019      र  र    र    30%        र 22%     ज    
          र                    

 The steps required of the Union government are clear: public investment in industrial 
capacity, support for industry disciplined by export performance rather than domestic 
protection, and tempering a regulatory and enforcement zeal that seems to selectively target 
enterprises, affecting the jobs-catering medium-sized companies in particular. 

क    रक र    र       ज                    : औ                      क      ,  र      र      
बज                                               ,                और         ब       -

                   र   ज                                ब                  और             
र    र      कर        म  म  क र क  क                  र       

 This route has a better chance of delivering jobs for the youth at the scale needed and as 

countries such as Vietnam have shown. 
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                         र     ओ  क    ए र    र        र       ब   र           , ज       

        ज                            

 
 

26A8.  Transaction value of UPI payments in FY2 

        2025-26 म  UPI         क     -    म    

 The Unified Payments Interface (UPI), launched on 
August 25, 2016, has transformed India‟s digital payments 
landscape, with transaction value surging from ₹ 0.07 lakh crore 
in FY17 to around ₹ 314 lakh crore in FY26. 

 25     , 2016      र                     म       र    

(UPI)      र        ज            र             र   र         और 
        -                    2016-17 म  ₹0.07     कर      ब  र 

        2025-26 म       ₹314     कर      
        

 Experts feel that UPI has emerged 

as one of the most successful pillars of 
India‟s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI). 

                        UPI,   र     
              क     र    (DPI)            

                              र      

 

 
26A8. Feedstock sourcing is next 
critical lever for scaling 

compressed biogas output 

                       क        क    ए 

      क क               म     ण  
        

 While the Centre‟s latest push for 
Compressed Biogas (CBG) provides a 

more stable framework for offtake, industry 
observers and senior government officials 
say the next major imperative is to establish 
an efficient supply chain for procuring, storing 
and managing feedstock to ensure viability of 
plants and the quality of output. 

     र  र    र                  (CBG)    
ब                        ज     र           

   र              र     ,            

         और   र    र  र        र      
                                       
          और                           र   
             क क   र  ,     रण और            
एक क                         र       
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 Press mud, agricultural residues such as paddy and wheat straw and animal manure are 
among the most commonly used feedstocks for CBG with each having its own logistical 
challenge particularly on seasonal availability, transportation requirements and storage 
constraints. 

   म ,     और       क            क                          CBG         ब              

    ज                             और                          ज            ज      ,       

      म  म         ,   र        क  ओ  और     रण            ओ               
 To boost CBG growth tenfold, the Union Cabinet on August 9 approved a revamped ₹23,731-

crore GO BARdhan (Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan) scheme which will 

be in place till 2036. 

CBG                                                    9                 ₹23,731 कर   क  
GO BARdhan (Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan)            ज र    , ज  
2036         र      

 Gaurav Kedia, chairman, Indian Biogas Association (IBA), cautioned against long-distance 
transport that could undermine the environmental benefits of CBG by raising fossil-fuel use. 

               ए    ए   (IBA)           र              ब    र       र                      , 
ज  ज                      ब   र CBG क       रण        क  कम  र          

 He said the type of feedstock and proximity to CBG plants to the source were crucial for 
consistent supply. 

                    क क   क र और        CBG        क    क      र  र                     

             
 A senior government official echoed similar views on feedstock quality stating it was critical 

for CBG quality and the long-term sustainability of a plant. 

     र    र  र       र                            ब             र        र       र           
      CBG क    ण    और       क      क   क    र                             

 Press mud and cattle dung, Mr. Kedia said, had to be sourced close to the plant because of 
high moisture content and perishable nature. 

                       म  और    र                          और           र ब                  
  र                                 र             

 Paddy straw, in comparison, can be transported over longer distances but must be baled and 
stored appropriately. 

        र  ,     क                 ब    र        ज    ज         ,                 र       
   र ब   र और      र   र             

 Press mud is the residue left after sugarcane processing. 

   म               र     ब   ब                 
 Since sugar mills usually work for only 4-5 months/year, it must be stored and transported to 

CBG plants on time. 

                                     4-5 म          र     ,                र      र   र   
CBG                              

Supply chain feasibility 

             क            

 “Supply chain feasibility [for press mud] becomes important. We see [within] 25-km radius as 
a viable option,” Mr. Kedia said. 

                , “             क            [   म  क    ए] म     ण               म 25  क  म  र 
क    र   क     र क  एक           क   म        ” 

 Cattle dung presents a bigger challenge as procuring a sustainable quantity would need 
covering a wider geographical span. 
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   र    ब                 र     ,                         र                             

              र               
 Collecting and transporting huge quantities may be economically unviable. 

ब                    र   और   र     र       क                            
 Press mud and paddy straw also pose seasonal supply challenges. 

   म  और     क                                           
 Paddy straw is available mainly during the harvesting periods of Kharif and Rabi crops and 

they must be collected within a short window of 15 days before farmers prepare their fields for 
the next crop. 

    क               र   और रब                                    और           र       
                   र  र               15      क                  र      र                  

 And so, aggregators being able to rapidly collect the feedstock are essential, Mr. Kedia 
indicates. 

     ,                   र,     ए     र                  क एक  कर  क ,                 
 Storage is also challenging. 

    रण                  
 Large quantities of agricultural residue must be stored in a manner that prevents fire hazards, 

especially during the summer. 

               ब                 र      र   र                       क      म    र    ज  
   ,                         र    

 During the monsoon, the feedstock must be protected from moisture as it affects its quality 
and suitability for processing. 

            र               म       र    र            ,                       और 
     र                             र       

 Another crucial component of the supply chain is farmer outreach. 

                                     क      क           
 Mr. Kedia said an aggregator-based model could help bridge the gap between farmers and 

CBG plants. 

                    ए     र-    र  म           और CBG           ब        र              
        र          

 “Farmers may not want to enter into a legally binding contract like industries for social 
reasons and this is where an aggregator pitches in to facilitate the outreach and supply [CBG 
plants] the feedstock.” 

“     ज    र                       र  क                क र                       र       

        और            र                       , ज                  ब     और [CBG          ] 
                                  र      ” 

 The senior government official said aggregators could also provide farmers with bio-slurry 
generated during CBG production. 

  र     र  र       र                  र CBG             र                       -  र     
                 र           

 Depending on the technology used, gas yield from cow dung is about 6% while paddy straw 
and other agricultural residues can yield about 10% or more, they said, adding the resulting 
bio-slurry can be returned to farmers for use as an organic fertilizer, creating an additional link 
between CBG production and agricultural activity. 

                                      र  र    र        क           6%, जब          
     और                         10%            क           ;                     र     
ब   -  र     ज        र                  र                              ज         ,  ज    
CBG        और क            क      एक     रक                      
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 Industry observers and officials recommend CBG plants be designed to process multiple 
feedstocks. 

              और      र                   CBG        क  क   क र क        क क          कर   
         ज         ज           

 India has 1,302 functional CBG plants, as per Gobardhan portal. 

  बर                 र,   र     1,302 क   र  CBG           
 Further, work is in progress on 256 plants. 

         र  , 256         र क म    र       
 The country is targeting to blend 3% CBG with CNG (transport) and PNG (domestic) in 

FY27, 4% and 5% in the subsequent financial years. 

                   2026-27 म  CNG (  र   ) और PNG ( र         ) क      3% CBG  म ण 

 र        ,          ब                               4% और 5%     
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Brain organoids — human brain cells 
grown in a lab —are seen in this March 
2023 image, provided on August 19, by 
Harvard University researchers. These 
peppercorn-sized 
clumps of human brain cells were grown 
from stem cells in a lab for a record seven 
years and aged similarly to those inside 
our heads, the researchers said 
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26A8.  Cow gut enzymes can fight 
persistent infections: IISc study 

    क      क  ए    म      र     र         
   मण         क     : IISc क        

 Researchers at the Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc) have identified enzymes from a cow‟s 

gut that can break down the polysaccharide 
components of biofilms on wounds and medical 
surfaces, which contribute to persistent infections. 

  र                 (IISc)                            

         ज                   , ज       और              
 र ब          म क        क र      क                , ज  
     र ब   र                           र       

 According to IISc, the bacterium 
Acinetobacter baumannii poses a threat in 

healthcare. 

IISc         र, Acinetobacter baumannii      ज      
                             र   र         र       

 Biofilms are communities of bacteria that form 
a physical barrier which reduces antimicrobial 
penetration and the effectiveness of host immune 
cells. 

       म ज                             , ज           

  र              र      और र   ण र       ओ  क       

      जब         र                               

 र       
 In the study, researchers identified specific enzymes from bovine rumen (cow gut) that can 

break down the polysaccharide components of these biofilms. 

                               म   (    क     )                 ज                , ज     

ब                 क र      क                  
 They used genomic data from rumen microbes to identify enzymes capable of digesting 

cellulose. 

        म   क     म                  मक   क                  ज                   ज        
       र                

 The team found that a specific enzyme named CRhAB (Cow rumen hydrolase against A. 
baumannii) was highly effective against the bacterium‟s biofilms as well as those of the 

bacterium Klebsiella pneumoniae. 

                  CRhAB (Cow rumen hydrolase against A. baumannii)                

  ज       ज         ब              -    Klebsiella pneumoniae ज         ब           
                          

 This enzyme drastically reduced biofilm formation and substantially suppressed the 
expression of key biofilm-related genes in the bacteria. 

     ज              म   म  ण क  क        क कम      और ज           ब             ब     

     ज                                   ब        
 The researchers are also working on a patch-like wound dressing to treat challenging 

infections such 

                           र                                  र    र         र र       
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26A8.  Race against time 

 म  क            

Q: What is a launch window? 

   :     ण                  ? 

 A: On August 24, China called 
off the launch of its Chang‟e 7 mission 
to the moon‟s south pole for the sake 
of “prudence, reliability and 
absolute mission success”. 

  र: 24                “       , 
           और  म   क    ण       ” 

                                       

     Chang‟e 7  म               
       र       

 It will now have to wait until 
next year for another chance. 

 ब             र                    

       र         
 All space missions have 

specific launch windows — periods 

when the positions and motions of the 
satellite (on the rocket), the earth, and 
the target body are properly aligned. 
        र                          ण 

             —           , जब      (र      र),       और                      ए               

        र              
 The moon orbits the earth once every 27.3 days, so launch windows to the moon open once 

a month. 

            27.3                       र     र     ,                                         
   ब र           

 But if a mission has to go to the moon‟s south pole region, the window changes. 

                                   ण               ज      ,                ब   ज        
 A spacecraft approaching a point near the moon‟s rotational pole will have to be orbiting the 

moon close to a north-south plane. 

                                 ब                        र                    र           र-
   ण             र         

 The plane of the moon‟s orbit is tilted by 5.1° relative to that of the earth‟s orbit. 

                                               5.1°              
 And the moon‟s equator is tilted by just around 1.5° relative to the earth. 

और                र                            1.5°              
 As a result, the desirable trajectory a spacecraft should achieve around the moon will change 

depending on the moon‟s position around the earth. 

  र       ,     र                    र   र ज             -         र        ,             
  र   र                      र  र ब     र      

 The end goal is to launch the mission such that it achieves this trajectory after expending the 
least amount of fuel possible. 
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                        र        र                 म      म    म           र      ब      

    -            र      
 Since the Chang‟e 7 mission spacecraft will be powered by sunlight, it also faces a second 

constraint. 

      Chang‟e 7  म          र                       ज         र   ,              र  ब          
       र          

 The sun doesn‟t rise high above the horizon at the moon‟s south pole, so Chang‟e 7 will have 
to land at its designated spot when it is sufficiently sunlit. 

                    र          ज    ब                र         ,       Chang‟e 7         
      र        र          र       , जब                  क   क             

 This is why missing one launch window can mean waiting for several days, weeks or even 
months for the next one. 

      र               ण           ज                                    ,                      

                र               

 

26A8. Escape velocity 

          

 In that era of a controlled economy and state broadcaster 
monopoly, a launcher rising was its own justification. 

                  और र       रक क  एक   क र         र   ,            

             र                      औ         
 Today, rockets and satellites are no longer emblems; they are the 

plumbing of the information age, the unglamorous scaffolding beneath 

navigation, banking, weather and war. 

 ज, र     और       ब         क      र       ;              क     र    

  र      , ज          , ब     ,      और      ज                     ज   

    र                               र       
 On the third National Space Day — the anniversary of 

Chandrayaan-3‟s touchdown in the lunar south polar region — Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi urged 20 space-startup founders to build an “aura” 
that would draw the world‟s talent to India. 

   र  र          र      —      -3                                  र      
       — र           र           20     र -              क         
“       ”         र              , ज                         र      र 
        र   

 A recent peer-reviewed analysis in Economics Letters by Alessio 
Terzi and Francesco Nicoli finds that it cost $13,302 to loft a kilogram into 

low earth orbit on an Indian rocket in 2025 — costlier than China ($5,809), 
Japan, Russia, Europe and the United States ($3,225), and well above the 
global average of $3,868. 

Economics Letters    Alessio Terzi और Francesco Nicoli    र         

         कम - म           ण                2025      र    र           

          र               क                       13,302    र   —ज      

(5,809    र), ज    ,   ,   र   और        र        र   (3,225    र)    
                  3,868    र क       क औ             र     
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 That is because India launches too rarely and uneconomically to rapidly build the required 
reputation for reliability. 

                     र       कम और     क र             ण  र     ,  ज      र        

           क           ज                          
 GSAT-N2, at 4,700 kg too heavy for ISRO‟s LVM-3, went up on a Falcon 9; Pixxel and 

Digantara — two of the 20 at Mr. Modi‟s meeting — rode SpaceX to orbit. 

GSAT-N2,  ज    4,700           र ISRO    LVM-3        ब           ,    Falcon 9  र 
               ; Pixxel और Digantara—               ब             20                 —
SpaceX                             

 SpaceX alone put three-quarters of the world‟s payload into orbit in 2025, underlining its near 
monopolistic stranglehold but also pointing to opportunities. 

      SpaceX    2025                 -                              , ज            

एक   क र  ण           र         र     ,                 र      र           र       
 The value of India‟s space sector can no longer rely on aura but in jobs, in long-term capital 

and the tax revenues that follow and, in heavy-lift launches that undercut SpaceX and China. 

  र         र      क  म     ब               र     र      र      , ब    र    र,     क   क 

      और                     कर र    ,           र -  र     ण   र     र            ज  SpaceX 

और                          र           

 Moon bases with NASA and interplanetary reveries belong to the new imagination of space, 
and they matter — but they are the ornament, not the engine. 

NASA क         म   र    र-क   और    र                 र          र                 , 
और             —                 ,            
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26A8. Minister seeks fundamental shift in fight against drought 

म                      क        म  म            क      क        

 There ought to be a fundamental shift in the global approach to droughts from reactive 
relief to proactive, technology-enabled resilience, Union Environment Minister Bhupender 
Yadav said at the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) conference 
in Mongolia on Tuesday. 

           र                           र                म     करण           क    ए        र    

    म  (UNCCD)                                                   म                       

और            र          र     ,          -                   ज           
 Addressing international delegates at the Ministerial Dialogue on “Accelerating Drought 

Resilience” in Ulaanbaatar during the 17th Conference of Parties (COP17) to the 
UNCCD, Mr. Yadav warned that dry spells are rapidly escalating. 

UNCCD    17   क      ऑ        (COP17)      र       ब  र    “    -र  क  म   म       
    ”       र     ज        र               रर                     ब      र                  
                 क                    र       
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 Drought is “no longer an occasional event, but a defining development challenge”, he said, 
citing its compounding disruptions to global water security, agricultural food systems, 
biodiversity, and economic stability. 

                   “ ब क  -क  र                    ,    क   क   क  एक   ण   क       ”   , और 
       र         ज    र  ,     -            , ज                        र           र ब    
                       

„Restore the forest‟ 

„    क             कर ‟ 

 He highlighted India‟s coordinated, multi-institutional approach integrating early warning, 
mitigation, relief and community resilience. 

         र   क        ,  म , र    और   म     क                    र          र           , 

ब  -                 र            
 Rainfall monitoring and satellite-based drought assessments trigger preparedness at the 

inter-ministerial and State levels, ensuring that a dry spell does not escalate into a crisis. 

        र    और     -    र        क      र-        और र      र   र     र           र   
  ,  ज                                               र            

 Emphasising the critical link between land and water, he called for restoring “the forest, before 
the flow”, underscoring India‟s focus on catchment and riverscape forestry to reduce erosion, 
improve water retention and recharge groundwater. 

     और ज     ब              ब    र ज र                 “               ”                र      
           और म      र   कम कर  ,      रण  म                       रण        ज     

     और       र               र   र             र              
 The Minister advocated for integrating predictive technologies, localised early-warning 

monitoring, and proactive land management policies. 

               म           क  ,       क     र   क            र    और         म              
           र                

 The goal, he noted, is to equip vulnerable communities to anticipate and absorb 
environmental shocks rather than relying primarily on post-disaster relief. 

                  कम  र  म      क       रण   झ क  क         म         और          कर   म  
  म         ,                         ब      ज         र     र     र र     

Summit objectives 

   र   म    क         

 The ministerial talks form a central component of UNCCD COP17, hosted by Mongolia under 
the theme “Restoring Land. Restoring Hope”. 

      र           UNCCD COP17                   ,  ज      जब                र  “   म क  
                क            ”                ज  र       

 Adopted in 1994 following the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, the UNCCD is one of the three major 

Rio Conventions — alongside the framework conventions on climate change (UNFCCC) and 
biological diversity (CBD). 

1992 क   र            र   म       ब   1994               UNCCD,           र           
            —          ज        र       ब      र           (UNFCCC) और ज           
       (CBD)           

 It stands as the sole legally binding international agreement linking environmental 
management directly to sustainable land stewardship. 
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        रण         क              म   र ण               एकम   क                क र  
   रर       मझ        

 The 17th conference serves as a pivotal negotiation platform as land degradation currently 
impacts up to 40% of the planet‟s land surface, undermining the livelihoods of billions of 

people worldwide. 

17                             म                  र     ,                       र        40% 

 क    म                र      और         र     रब           ज           ज र  र र       
 During these biennial sessions, delegates from 197 member parties — alongside civil 

society leaders, scientists, and international financial institutions — convene to negotiate 
binding frameworks and policy guidance. 

           क          र   197                     —     र     ज          ,          और 
   रर                                        — ब     र    र      और                    र 
ब       र                         

 The agreements negotiated at COP17 aim to translate high-level environmental commitments 
into measurable, investable solutions for water and food security over the next decade. 

COP17                                           -  र        रण           ओ  क     

और        र   क    ए म                      म           र       र       
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26A8.  Rajnath approves missile tech transfer 
to Indian companies 

र           र    क       क   म            क  
      रण क  म   र     

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has approved the 
transfer of technology (ToT) of all conventional missile 
systems developed by the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) to Indian defence 
manufacturers to promote indigenous production and 
further the Aatmanirbharta initiative in defence. 

र        र              र                            

(DRDO)    र               र   र                    
       क        रण (ToT)      र    र                    

ज         ज र          ,                       ब          ज      
और र            म    र              ब     ज       

 The transfer will enable domestic companies to 
undertake production of DRDO-developed missile systems, 
subject to applicable qualifications, certifications and 
regulatory requirements. 

         र   र               DRDO    र                

                   र          ब     , ज             ओ , 
 म ण   और     मक     क  ओ                

 This decision will facilitate the transition of missile 
projects from the development stage to industrial-scale 
production. 

                  र  ज          क    रण    औ     क 

  र क             र    ज                    र     
 The initiative will also widen the participation of 

Indian industry in the defence ecosystem by creating opportunities for private sector 
companies, MSMEs, and other technology partners to become part of the missile 
manufacturing supply chain. 

         र             र      र     क      म        र              ब     ,            
  ज                , MSMEs और                     र          म         म  ण               
         ब          र             

 According to the Defence Ministry, the move is aimed at enhancing domestic manufacturing 
capabilities, strengthening the defence industrial base and increasing indigenous value 

addition. 

र                  र,                   र        म  ण  म  ओ     ब    , र   औ     क    र 
         र   और                       ब         

 It also aims to reducing dependence on imports while supporting the growth of India‟s 
defence manufacturing sector. 

                  र     र   कम कर   और          र     र                            
                  

 The DRDO will work closely with Indian industry to facilitate the transfer and absorption of 
advanced technologies and support their successful transition into production. 

DRDO   र                     र       र                      क   क        रण और 
  म                     ब     ज                                         र           

     ज       
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26A8.  Indian loitering munition may have hit Pakistan‟s Kirana Hills: ex-CDS 

     CDS क       र,     क        र        र                 क     क   कर         क  
              

 Former Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan (retd) has said a loitering munition 

deployed during Operation Sindoor may have struck the Kirana Hills area near Pakistan‟s 
Sargodha, where nuclear-related facilities are located. 

         ऑ                र             (         )              ऑ र         र      र         

       र                           र                  कर                       ब        
       , ज     र    -  ब                      

  “Kirana Hills is about 10 kilometres north of Sargodha,” he said, explaining that the 

loitering missions had an endurance of around two hours. 

          , “ कर          र             10  क  म  र   र म    ,” और ब            र         
                      क        

 General Chauhan said India‟s operational success during the operation was driven by better 
situational awareness and battlefield transparency, enabled by greater networking among 

the Army, Navy and Air Force. 

ज र                    र         र     र       र           ब   र              क   
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और         क    र             र    ,  ज       ,        और             ब   ब   र                 

ब          
 Pakistani briefings reportedly claimed that an Indian carrier battle group was at certain 

locations in the Arabian Sea, but checks with the Western Naval Command showed it was 
actually 100 to 300 nautical miles away. 

 र             र,                                              र    क  र र           रब    र    
                 र   ,                                   ज                              100 

   300  म    म     र     
 On U.S. President Donald Trump‟s claims of mediating the India-Pakistan ceasefire, Gen. 

Chauhan said the decision was reached directly between the two Directors General of Military 
Operations (DGMOs). 

    र   र                       र -               र               र                ब      
ज र                                           र   र   र  ऑ   म     ऑ र     (DGMOs)    
ब                     

 

PCS Special:    26 August 2026 

26A8 Dolly Parton, U.S. country music legend, passes away 

          ,  म  रक  क          क            , क       

 
 
Missing men: The Coast Guard recovered an empty lifeboat on 
Tuesday during the search for seafarers from the cargo ship MV 
Ocean Winner, which sank in Odisha on Saturday. There is no 
trace of 22 of the 24 crew members aboard the vessel. 
 

 

 

26A8. Dolly Parton, U.S. country music 
legend, passes away 

          ,  म  रक  क          क            , क  
     

 Dolly Parton, the country music icon whose 

soaring vibrato vocals, poignant songwriting and 
sparkling costumes defined her rise from a log cabin in 
the Tennessee mountains to the height of stardom and 
acclaim, died on Tuesday. 

क          क                       ,  ज                 
     ,           -र    और      र   र                 
                                  र       र        और 
                                   र          ,    
      र                 

 She wrote hundreds of songs, including classics like Jolene, Coat of Many Colors and I Will 
Always Love You, that totalled more than 100 million worldwide sales and more than one 
billion online streams. 
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                     ,  ज    Jolene, Coat of Many Colors और I Will Always Love You ज    
   ज               ;              र    10 कर         क      और        एक  र        क 

    म        
 Ms. Parton was a generous philanthropist and successful businesswoman whose projects 

included a theme park in the Smoky Mountain foothills near her birthplace. 

                 र  र  क र  और                ,  ज      र  ज             ज          
      म क  म       क        म  एक   म   क               

 But she was also considered a feminist role model for holding the reins of her own career, 

writing her own songs, owning her content and looking after her finances in an entertainment 
world dominated by men. 

                र                   ज      ,                     र र    ब    र            , 
                  ,      र       र         ब    र   और     -        र ज  ज           
                     ब          

 With 55 Grammy nominations and 10 wins, Ms. Parton is the third-most nominated woman 
in Grammy history, only behind American singers Beyoncé and Taylor Swift. 

55   म    म  क  और 10           ,                            ब                            
   र        र   ;                   र                    और    र           

 


